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Pre-Accession

The records of John H. Hamlin, Executive Assistant to the President, 1956-59; and Executive
Secretary, Committee on Government Activities Affecting Prices and Costs, 1959 were deposited
in the Library in 1961 with the White House Central Files.  The letter dated April 13, 1960, from
Dwight D. Eisenhower to Franklin Floete, Administrator, GSA, states the restrictions and the
literary property rights governing these papers.

Linear feet shelf space occupied:     2
Approximate number of paged:      4,000
Approximate number of items:      2,200



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The records of John H. Hamlin in this collection span the years 1956-59 and pertain to his roles
as Executive Assistant to the President, 1956-59, and as Executive Secretary, Committee on
Government Activities Affecting Prices and Costs, 1959.

The Hamlin Records include correspondence, memoranda, press releases, drafts of reports and
proposals, tables and charts of statistics.  The entire file is arranged alphabetically by subject or
name of correspondent.

In his role as the executive Assistant to the President, Hamlin fulfilled a political function.  His
duties were to keep various segments of the Executive Branch and the Republican National
Committee aware of each other’s activities.  He compiled background reports on the large
agencies, current administration problems, pronouncements and goals.  These reports were
actually in-depth analyses of what the different agencies were doing and what they were
spending.  Eventually these background reports became progress reports designed to alert the
White House Staff and other members of the Eisenhower �team� to developments in different
agencies which might warrant study or action, especially if they had economic implications. 
These reports could be used by Republican members to analyze what the Administration was
doing and to provide speech materials. 

In addition to the progress reports, Hamlin also compiled a number of studies on the activities of
government agencies and departments for the consideration of the Committee on Government
Activities Affecting Prices and Costs.  The purpose of the Committee on Government Activities
Affecting Prices and Costs created by Executive Order 10802, January 23, 1959, was to provide a
central mechanism in the Federal Government to follow the current activities of the Federal
agencies to see whether they were being conducted, insofar as possible, in line with the need for
reasonable stability of prices and costs, and to ensure that the Federal Government was not
contributing to the Nation�s inflationary problems by the way in which it conducted its business. 
The Chairman of the President�s Council of Economic Advisers, Raymond J. Saulnier, was
designated as the Chairman of the Committee on Government Activities Affecting Prices and
Costs.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

1909, June 21 Born in Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania

1929 Graduated from Stanford University, A.B.

1933 Married Gertrude Smith
Three daughters: Josephine, Cecily, Gwendolen

1942-45 U.S. Naval Reserve: retired as Lieutenant Commander

1946-51 Executive Secretary, Republican State Central Committee of California

1952-54 Account Executive, Ron Stever and Company

1954-56 Director for Small Business, Department of Defense

1956-59 Executive Assistant in the White House

1959 Executive Secretary, Committee on Government Activities Affecting
Prices and Costs

1959-60                      Research Division, Nixon-Lodge Presidential Campaign

1961 Left for private business following defeat of the Nixon-Lodge Ticket



CONTAINER LIST

Box No. Contents

1 SUBJECT FILE

Acopoll

Advertising Council

Agriculture

Air Force

American Automobile Association

American Petroleum Institute

Atomic Energy Commission

Bell Aircraft-New York

Budget

CAB

Commerce

Conservation Activities-Federal

Cooperative Forum

Correspondence:  Aurand, Captain E.P. [empty]

Bass, The Hon. Perkins

Crary, Francis W.

Curtin, Captain Neale W.
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1 Correspondence: Durkee, James T. [empty]
(cont.)

Earle, Grace

Everett, William S.

Floete, The Hon. Franklin G.

Geleerd, Dr. Elizabeth

Goldsen, Joseph M.

Hart, F. Donald

Hayward, George M.

Henderson, The Hon. John E.

Hiestand, The Hon. Edgar N.

Humphreys, Robert

Kayser, F.G.

Lanphier, R.C. Jr.

McCaffree, Dr. Floyd

McIntyre, John D.

McKellar, Joseph

Merriam, Robert

Miller, Robert W.

Mills, James I.

Morgan, Gerald D.

Morse, Clarence G.
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1 Correspondence: Patterson, John S.
(cont.)         

Pike, Thomas

Ponderter, Romaine L.

Reiterman, Ethel

Reynolds, James

Ringer, Karl

Riggs, Harvey

Robertson, Commander James M.

Saak, Robert F.

Saunders, David G.

Scott, The Hon. Hugh

Smith, Joseph

Stanley, Tim

Stark, Paul

Strawbridge and Clothier

Summerfield, The Hon. Arthur E.

Teague, The Hon. Charles

Veysey, Victor V.

Weddell, J.K.

Weightman, Dr. Lloyd

Williams, Ralph D.

Wolfe, Thomas
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1 Correspondence:    Younger, Mrs. Mildred [empty]
(cont.)

 2 Correspondence: Official Correspondence and Memoranda, July-Dec. 1959

Official Correspondence and Memoranda, June-Jan. 1959

Official Correspondence and Memoranda, 1958

Official Correspondence and Memoranda, Dec. 1957-April 1956

Defense

Defense, Supply and Logistics

The Economic Situation

Export-Import Bank

Federal-State Action Committee

Freedom Article by John Hamlin

3 General Services Administration

Health, Education and Welfare

Housing and Home Finance

Income

Inflation

Interior, Department of

International Geophysical Year

Inter-Office Memoranda, Chron. File, 1956-57

Inter-Office Memoranda, Chron. File, 1958-59

Inter-Office Memoranda, Undated
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3 Southeast Kansas
(cont.)

Labor

Labor Surplus

Legislation-Area Development

Legislation-Hill Report, August 23, 1958

Liaison Office (Background info.)

Navy

Personnel

Post Office

4 Progress Reports

Progress Reports, 1959

Progress Reports, Jan. -June 1958

Progress Reports, June-Dec. 1958

Progress Reports, Jan.-Dec. 1957

5 Public Relations Reports

Rural Electrification Administration

Small Business (3)

Steering committee of Pike-Hamlin Operation

Taxes (Corporation, Per Taxpayer Costs) (2)

Trade Agreements Extension Act

Transportation
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5 Maine Unemployment
(cont.)

Maryland Unemployment

USIA

Veterans Administration
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